The shadow of Roger Keith Barrett – Francesco De Marco
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If you hear the song Effervescing Elephant you will hear something marvelous. The song is included in an album called Barrett and it speaks about a strange elephant who wants to be generous: he says to the other animals of the jungle that the tiger is arriving. At the end of the story the elephant dies, he was eaten by the terrible tiger. This story was written by a poet, a singer, a guitarist, a man called Syd. But who is Syd Barrett?
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Syd Barrett is known as one of the most important singer of a special kind of music: the psychedelic rock. It was born in the early 60s with The Beatles and their most famous album, Sgt. Pepper's Lonely Hearts Club Band. Roger Keith Barrett wanted to emulate them but, unconsciously, he’ve created something different. Different from the ordinary, different from the rock that people in the 60s are used to hear, just different. He had heard that in California there were many bands who had concerts using colored lights, psychedelic sounds, voices and lyrics that were hard to understand, when he decided to make music. He was studying in a university of Cambridge, he wanted to become an architect, but he became a genius. Or a lunatic, in certain way. He started to write songs about the universe, about depression, or simply about a bike or an elephant and then he met Roger Waters, who was studying architecture in Cambridge too, and together they started a new project, they made a new band who was going to be really successful: the Pink Floyd. Two amazing albums came out with the Pink Floyd target: they are considered the two greatest albums in the whole story of psychedelic rock. But in the late 60s Syd start to be a problematic guy, he was taken by the world of drug: he started to assume too much LSD and he became crazy. “We had a concert and we just didn’t pass by his home to bring him with us”, this is what Roger Waters said. David Gilmour, one of the best friends of Syd, took the place of Barrett.

Syd was over the hill. He was dying when he made his greatest work at all, The Madcap Laughs. And then the void, the void in the life of Syd. We don’t know anything about his life after he has been left by Pink Floyd. But the band should know more things about him. In most of their songs we could find a link to Syd, there is also an entire album which is dedicated to Barrett: Wish You Were Here. In this cd they call their friend the Crazy Diamond, something that makes a strong light, something precious, but mad.

So, so you think you can tell

Heaven from hell, blue skies from pain

Can you tell a green field from a cold steel rail?

A smile from a veil? Do you think you can tell?

And did they get you trade your heroes for ghosts?

Hot ashes for trees? Hot air for a cool breeze?
Cold comfort for change? And did you exchange

A walk on part in the war for a lead role in a cage?

How I wish, how I wish you were here.
   We're just two lost souls swimming in a fish bowl,

   year after year, running over the same old ground.

    What have we found? The same old fears, Wish you were here.

This is the lyrics of the most beautiful and the most known song of Pink Floyd.

Syd Barrett died in the 2006, the 7th of July. And he brought with him all the tears of his fans.
